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“I am not what happened to me, I am what I 
choose to become. 


~ C.J. Jung, Swiss Psychiatrist 
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✓ Blame others for their circumstances 
✓ Credit luck for their successes 
✓ Easily influenced by others’ opinions 
✓ Feel helpless when faced with obstacles 

External Locus 
of Control

✓ Take responsibility for their actions 
✓ Credit personal hard work for successes 
✓ Not easily influenced by others’ opinions 
✓ Feel confident when faced with obstacles

Internal Locus 
of Control

External Internal

I choose toI have to
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I have to do this assignment because it is required in the class. 

I choose to do this assignment because it will help me gain 
knowledge to further my goals. 

External Locus 
of Control

Internal Locus 
of Control
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Uncle Cleve refused to let 
his environment dictate 
his response to his life 

and his dreams…his life 
was his choice.  

@elimindset
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Why is an internal locus of control an 
important part of an entrepreneurial 

mindset and student success?



Discussion Question

the
entrepreneurial
learning initiative

What impact have you seen on 
students in the classroom when 

they begin to understand the 
difference between an internal and 

external locus of control?
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How has developing an internal locus 
of control impacted your 

academics?
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The Self-Directed Learner
July 19, 1:00 - 2:00 EST
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Jacob Sanwidi, jacob.sanwidi@mail.wvu.edu
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Thank You!


